
This roadmap was developed in 2012 to map 
the critical research needed to increase 
the sustainability of New Zealand’s built 
environment.

It was developed in consultation with key 
property and construction sector stakeholders. 
It sets out the agreed research priorities over a 
four year timeframe (2013 – 2016). This shared 
vision of the key knowledge gaps will allow 
researchers and research funders to focus on the 
agreed areas of high priority.

The development of this roadmap was facilitated 
by the New Zealand Green Building Council, with 
support from BRANZ, the Energy Efficiency 

and Conservation Authority and the Ministry of 
Business, Innovation and Employment – Building 
and Housing Group. Over 60 stakeholder 
organisations were invited to participate in 
the development of the Roadmap, through 
workshops, surveys and written submissions.

It is anticipated it will be reviewed and updated 
biennially through a collaborative process.

The Sustainable Built Environment Research 
Roadmap Report provides more information on 
the context, scope and process for developing 
the Roadmap and is available at www.nzgbc.org.
nz
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Buildings

Are NZ’s green buildings working for the people who use 
them and are they improving our health,, well-being  and 
productivity?

People

Strategy

Which behaviour change strategies 
deliver real change and tangible 
environmental outcomes?

Investigating New Zealanders’ expectations, value and 
demand for green buildings, and effective interventions  
to drive demand. 

Are NZ’s green-designed homes using less energy,  
water and resources?

Investigating strategies to make NZ’s existing non-
residential buildings and sites more sustainable.

Measuring operational performance of non-residential 
green buildings against their designed performance.

How can reliable data on the whole of life impacts of building products and 
materials be developed and effectively made available?

Investigating indicators for building successful, sustainable and regenerative 
New Zealand communities, and understanding the sustainability impact of 
different NZ urban forms.

Urban Scale
Researching the role of distributed infrastructure in creating a more resilient and 
sustainable future.

Capturing the learning and outcomes from the rebuild of Christchurch as a Green City to enable knowledge transfer to other urban environments across New Zealand.

What makes buildings and neighbourhoods resilient  and  
what is the relationship between urban sustainability and 
resilience?

What is the role of sustainability measures in creating 
whole-of-life affordability in NZ housing?

Measuring actual cost and whole of life value of NZ green 
buildings to establish NZ-specific data on green buildings. 

Establishing NZ-based benchmarks for operational 
building performance including water, indoor environment 
and waste.

Researching  international and local standards of best practice to support the expansion and continuous improvement of NZ’s building rating tools.
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Health, Wellbeing  
& Lifestyles
The relationship between 
our homes and buildings and 
our health and well-being.

Buildings for 
Living
Our houses, flats and  
apartments. 

Buildings for 
Business
The buildings we work, learn, 
shop, gather and connect in. 

Technologies 
& Materials
The role of technologies  
and products in  
sustainability.

Bottom Line
The value and cost of a  
sustainable built  
environment.

Tool Box
Indicators, metrics,  
benchmarks and tools.

Future 
Neighbourhoods
Shaping our communities 
for a sustainable future. 

Growing 
Resilience
The role of resilience in our 
buildings, towns and cities.  
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